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The Magician’s  Twin:  C.S.  Lewis  on Science,  Scient ism,  and Society  i s  an  essay 

col lect ion that  seeks to  paint  a  less  famil iar  p icture  of  C.S.  Lewis .  His  popular  

readers ,  famil iar  with h is  f ic t ion in  their  chi ldhood and his  apologet ics  in  their  

maturi ty,  tend to envis ion him similar  to  h is  own Professor  Kirke,  an  endear ing yet  

myster ious,  p ipe- to t ing,  e lder  uncle  sor t  of  f igure,  fu l l  of  wisdom and s tor ies .   As 

t rue or  not  t rue as  th is  may be,  John G.  West  has  selected  essays  that  depict  C.S.  

Lewis  as  a  Jeremiah f igure,  a  vociferous prophet  t rying to  aler t  h is  t ime to  an 

impending col lapse,  an  end a lready beginning.  The Jerusalem of  Humanity is  on the 

br ink of  des truct ion by the  a lready present  Babylon of  re la t iv ism and naturalism.  

Lewis saw this  end coming in  the natural ism that  under l ies  modern science and the  

subject iv ism and scient ism that  resul ts .  He saw that  sc ience had come to  master  

nature  and empower  men in  increasingly unrestr ic ted ways,  and that  i f  lef t  

unchecked by reason,  scient ism proved a  threat  to  human freedom, and even to  

human nature  i tself .  Every essay defends the point  that  Lewis h imself  could  never  

fu l ly  put  to  rest :  that  Lewis  is  not  ant i -science,  he  is  ant i -scient ism,  def ined as the  

‘wrong-headed bel ief  that  modern science supplies  the only rel iable  method of  

knowledge about the world,  and i ts  corol lary that  scient is ts  have the r ight  to  d ictate  

a  society’s  morals ,  re l ig ious bel iefs ,  and even government  pol icies  merely because 

of  their  sc ient if ic  expert ise. ’1 

This  c laim,  th is  prophecy by Lewis is  best  and powerfully  in troduced in  the f irs t  

essay by the edi tor ,  West ,  h imself ,  ‘Lewis  spent  World  War  II  wri t ing not  about  the 

dangers  of  Nazism or  communism,  but  about  the  dangers  of  sc ient ism and i ts  effor t  

to  abol ish man.’2 Lewis  saw these palpable evi ls  as  offspr ing from the more 

insid ious force of  scient ism.  The whole book is  f ramed by Lewis’  deep apprehension 

and foreboding over  the  natural ism and reduct iv ism of  his  t ime,  and seeks to  

                                                      
1 West, Magician’s, 12 
2 Ibid. 
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explain ,  just i fy,  and modernize his  c la ims.  The collect ion convincingly pursues  th is  

end,  systematical ly  working thorough the d ifferent  areas  of  Lewis’  thoughts  on 

science and i ts  re lat ion to  society,  and relat ing them to  the world  in  the 21st  

century.  The essays  are  ordered in  a  way that  promotes a  proper  understanding of  

Lewis,  not  as  an ant i-science Luddite ,  but  as  a  phi losopher  with an indispensible 

d iagnosis  about the s tate  and direct ion of  human nature.  

The f irs t  sect ion,  Science and Scient ism,  in troduces Lewis’  thought  on science and 

how he goes about  just i fying his  c laims.  The opening essay frames science in  

re la t ion to  power,  society,  and cul ture,  and sets  the  s tage for  Lewis’  argument.  The 

second and th ird  essays argue science’s  inadequacies  as  the sole  font  of  knowledge 

and the consequent ia l  threat  that  sc ient ism can be to  f reedom, respect ively.  These 

express  the basic  claim of  Lewis and out l ine  h is  posi t ions.  The next  two essays are  

about Lewis’  method.  Jake Atkins makes a  powerful  and compell ing case for  the 

value of  Lewis’  Medieval  background.  One begins skept ical  but  by the end is  ready 

to  grant  that  an  understanding and exper t ise  in  medieval  thought  g ives Lewis a  

massive and unappreciated  insight  in to the nature of  science from i ts  infancy.  C.  

John Coll ins  then explores  Lewis’  mastery of  language in  what  is  a  valuable  

contr ibut ion to  the whole of  the book,  but  in  i tself ,  should  have been tr immed down 

at  least  by a  few pages.  The essay garrulous ly lost  t rack of  i ts  purpose and wandered 

in to  d iscursive and unnecessary depths not  valuable  to  i ts  overal l  f rame.  I t  was 

necessary to  re turn  and re-read the f irs t  paragraph half  way through because the 

point  and goal  of  the paper  was had been forgot ten.  

The second sect ion,  completely authored by West,  speaks to  Lewis’  understanding of  

and opinion on evolut ion and Intel l igent  Design.  ‘Darwin in  the Dock’ is  lengthy and 

broad,  but  not  unnecessar i ly  so.  West  covers  swaths  of  information about  Lewis’  

evolut ionary thought,  and the understanding he gives powerful ly  expresses  and 

re inforces  Lewis’  v iew of  the re la t ionship  between man and nature,  reason and fai th .  

The evolut ionary idea is  so bas ic and so  formative to  the modern mind that  i t  

warrants  the  t ime and space given to  i t  in  such a  col lection,  and the energy that  

Lewis  himself  put  in to arguing that  evolut ionary thought could  not  come to  govern  

science and cul ture lest  i t  annihi la te  our  value of  the human person and cr ipple the 

scient if ic  enterpr ise  though dogmatism.  The essay on Intel l igent  Design is  

appropr iate  and t imely,  but  somewhat  of  an  aside in  the book as  a  whole.  Amongst  

essays al l  about  a t tacking scient ism and natural ism,  the  seventh  is  a  k ind of  defense  

of  an  idea,  In te l l igent  Design.  I t  i s  wel l  wri t ten  and s tout ly  defends against  

evolut ionary cr i t ic ism,  but  i t  s tands  out  in  the way that  i t  s t rays  from the theme of  

warning and caut ion against  scientism.  
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The th ird  sect ion focuses on Lewis’  foundat ional  argument f rom Reason.  This  is  the 

heart  of  the reasoned phi losophical  cr i t ic ism of  scient ism.  Talking about  the decline 

of  moral i ty and the societal  repercussions of  unchecked scient if ic  enterprise  would  

be giving an argument solely from consequence.  By having Repper t  masterfully  

recount  and expound upon Lewis’  book Miracles  and the argument  f rom reason in a l l  

of  i ts  in tr icacies ,  West  es tabl ishes that  Lewis has  sound and convincing reasons for  

the warnings that  he g ives.  ‘C.S.  Lewis’  Dangerous Idea Revisi ted’  is  one of  the 

most  compell ing essays in  th is  collect ion because i t  systematical ly  f leshes out  the 

s t rong,  reasonable  underpinnings of  the whole of  the cr i t ic ism of  scient ism.  The 

essay der ives  i ts  name from Repper t’s  book C.S.  Lewis’  Dangerous Idea  and is  

largely a  boi l ing down and recounting of  that  book’s  thesis .  I t  serves not  to  go 

beyond the fu l l  book,  but  to  rei terate  the hear t  of  i t .  By exposing the natural is t ic  

metaphysics  and methodology of  science as  rat ional ly  untenable ,  Lewis  br ings the 

whole of  science back in to  the arena of  cr i t ic ism and enables  the ent ire  enterprise  of  

reevaluat ing scient ism,  the hear t  of  th is  book.  Par t  of  what  makes th is  essay so  good 

and so  effect ive is  that  i t  is  not  merely a  regurgi ta t ion or  a  repor t  of  Miracles ,  

ins tead,  Repper t  modif ies ,  modernizes,  and informs the argument  to  benef i t  and 

empower  the modern reader  by responding to  modern object ions  that  Lewis  h imself  

d id not  have to  contend with .  

The f inal  sect ion of  the book tel ls  you what  everything before  i t  real ly means.  This  

is  the hear t  of  the prophecy.  West  has  led the reader  through Lewis’  understanding 

and cr i t ic ism of  evolut ionary thought,  natural ism,  scient ism,  subject iv ism,  and 

rela t ivism.  Now he appl ies  those cr i t ic isms to  society  and demonstrates  the  ways 

that  Lewis’  warning is  a lready coming true and the consequences  of  compliance.  I t  

would  be far  to  easy,  a t  th is  point ,  for  the book to  devolve in to sensat ional is t  

warnings from self-condemned Cassandras ,  but  each essay does a  remarkably good 

job of  making the necessary asser t ions to  which Lewis was so  wholehear tedly,  and 

remaining grounded in  the appropriate ,  palatable  tone,  necessary for  the rais ing of  

one’s  awareness to  these problems to  be in  any way eff icacious .  The las t  essay,  ‘C.S.  

Lewis ,  Scient ism,  and the Moral  Imagination’  by Michael  Matheson Mil ler  was far  

and beyond the favouri te  of  the col lect ion.  I t  serves as  a  summary of  the whole 

col lect ion without  being redundant,  offer ing new angles  and facets  to  ideas  

previously presented.  I t  a lso  has  the def in ing role  of  prescr ib ing a  response to  al l  of  

the  t rends about  which the reader  is  now aware and concerned.  I t  g ives  concrete  

descr ip t ions of  how one ought  to  combat scient ism to  try to  rever t  the t rends that  

r isk dr iv ing mankind into  the  d ire,  foreseen consequences .  Without  th is  las t  essay,  

the whole book would just  be a  depressing argument convincing the reader  that  

mankind already comfortably occupied the handbasket  to  hel l ;  th is  essay sol ici t s  
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act ion and reform, focused around educat ion.  I t  is  no  small  coincidence that  The 

Aboli t ion  of  Man ,  Lewis’  fu l les t  defense of  natural  law and human nature,  and a  

focal  point  of  th is  ent ire  book,  is  f ramed as  a  commentary on education.  I t  is  f rom 

educat ion that  the problems herein  addressed arose,  and in  educat ion that  the 

problems herein  addressed wil l  be  solved.  The emphasis  on chi ldren’s  l i terature  and 

inst ruct ion is  appropriate  and necessary because i t  i s  the  new generations that  wil l  

be  able  to  escape from the indoctr inat ion of  subject iv ism and natural ism in  favor  of  

the natural ly  evident and rat ional  systems of  object ive value and moral i ty .  

The Magician’s  Twin  i s  an essay col lect ion that  eff icaciously  promotes  and defends 

Lewis’  cr i t ic isms of  Scient ism and warnings about  i ts  consequences.   Some of  i ts  

essays need t r imming,  par t icular ly in  the area of  background information.  I t  is  

understood that  as  an essay each par t  needs to  be able  to  s tand alone,  but  as  a  par t  of  

a  whole,  each par t  need not  explain  the  thesis  of  the  Aboli t ion  of  Man  ad  nauseam.  

The cont igui ty provided by many of  the essays  focusing in  on the Aboli t ion  of  Man  

and That  Hideous Strength  is  of  great  benef i t  to  the reader  and to  the book as  a  

whole,  but  there are  defin i te  redundancies  when moving through the col lect ion as  a  

whole.  A few of  the authors ,  sensi t ive  to  th is real i ty ,  invi te  the readers  to  skip  ent ire  

subsect ions of  the essay i f  they are  previously famil iar  with th is  or  that  work.  I t  was 

a  welcome feature,  but  makes one al l  the  more aware that  there  were some arguments  

that  had been enumerated three  or  four  t imes.  However ,  as ide f rom this  smal l  

complaint  to  some degree inescapable  in  a work of  th is  k ind,  th is  was an  excel lent  

col lect ion.  I ts  power  comes f rom i ts  organizat ion and i ts  conclusion.  The individual  

ar t ic les  are  s t rong on their  own meri ts ,  but  as  par t  of  a  whole they form a coherent  

uni t  that  formidably cr i t ic izes  scient ism and prescr ibes  cul tural  act ion to  resis t  and 

make reason inhere  once again  not  only in  abstract  d iscourse but  in  day- to-day l i fe .  

I t  is  the message of  a  hopeful  prophet  who seeks to  ra ise  Man’s  col lect ive 

conscience out  of  the s tupor  of  his  indoctr inat ion to  organize a  resis tance and 

restore reason for  generat ions to  come.   

Jonathan McGee 


